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November 19, 2002 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

SIR: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner consider the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 



I. Timeliness, Fees and Certifications in lieu of Fees 

El A. This information disclosure statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of the application, or within three months of entry into the national 
stage, or before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. Pursuant to 37 
CFR § 1.97(b), consideration of this information disclosure statement does not 
require a fee or a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e). However, should the 
Assistant Commissioner determine that a fee is, in fact, due, the Assistant 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 14- 
1263. 
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This information disclosure statement is being filed after the period in A above, 
but before the mailing of either a final action or a notice of allowance. Pursuant 
to 37 CFR § 1.97(c), consideration of this information disclosure statement 
requires a fee or a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e): 

1. The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR § 1.1 7(p) to Deposit Account No. 14-1263. 

2. Applicants hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

3. Applicants hereby state that no item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement was known 
to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56 more than three months 
prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

C. This information disclosure statement is being filed after the period 
specified in B above, but on or before the payment of the issue fee. Pursuant to 37 
CFR § 1.97(d), consideration of this information disclosure statement requires a 
petition, which Applicants hereby request, and payment of the petition fee, which 
is set forth in 37 CFR § L17(i), and which the Assistant Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge to Deposit Account No. 14-1263. Consideration of this 
information disclosure statement also requires a statement under 37 CFR § 
1.97(e): 

1 . Applicants hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
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three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

□ 2. Applicants hereby state that no item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement was known 
to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56 more than three months 
prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

II. Copies of Listed References 

B A. Copies of all references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are being 

supplied. 

□ B. Copies of all references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 have 

already been supplied during the prosecution of prior application Serial No. , 

filed , from which the present application claims priority pursuant to 35 USC 

§ 120. Therefore, pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.98(d), copies of the references listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 are not now being supplied. 

□ C. This application is a PCT national stage application, all references listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in the international search report, and 
PCT/DO/EO/903 indicates that both the international search report and the copies 
of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are in this national stage 
file. Therefore, copies of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 
are not now being supplied. 

Concise Statement of Relevance 

A. All references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are in the English 
language, and, therefore, a concise statement of relevance is not required. 

B. A concise statement of the relevance of all references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 that are not in the English language, is being provided 
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on a separate sheet. For the Examiner's information, the designation "X" on the 
search report means the reference is particularly relevant if taken alone; the 
designation T means the reference is particularly relevant if combined with 
another document of the same category; the designation "A" means the reference 
is cited as technological background; the designation "O" means non-written 
disclosure; the designation "P" means intermediate document; the designation "T" 
means the reference relates to the theory or principle underlying the invention; the 
designation "E" means the reference is an earlier patent document, but published 
on, or after the filing date; the designation "D" means the reference is cited in the 
application; and the designation "L M means the document was cited for other 
reasons. 

C. All references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in the 

search report issued by the Patent Office, and an English-language version 

of that search report, which indicates the degree of relevance found by that Patent 
Office, is attached. 

D. This application is a PCT national stage application, all references listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in the international search report, and 
a copy of that search report, which indicates the degree of relevance found by the 
International Search Authority, is attached. 

E. All listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 were cited during the 
prosecution of the prior application indicated above under II.B. 

Additional Information 

A. In addition to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, 
Applicants wish to bring to the attention of the Examiner the following abandoned 
or co-pending U.S. patent applications: 

[Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(2)(iii), copies of these applications are not being 
submitted.] 

B. In addition of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, 
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Applicants wish to bring to the attention of the Examiner the information 
provided on the attached sheet. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this application is resentfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted^ 
NORRIS MOLA^fSmM & MARCUS, P.A. 




220 East 42 nd Street - 30 th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
(212) 808-0700 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Information Disclosure Statement^md the 
accompanying Concise Statement of Relevance of Non-English I^ferencds, Additional 
Information, Form PTO-1449 ( 1 Sheet), European Search Repje^^and/7 references are being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mptirv an envelope addressed to: 
Hon. Commissioner of Patents, Washington, D.C. 2O23l/0nrthe dat^ indicated below: 
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Concise Statement of Relevance of Non-English References: 

EP 0 99 251 A2 corresponds to US Application No. 09/431,849. A copy of the specification is 
forwarded herewith. 

EP 0 953 620 Al corresponds to US 6,296,904 Bl, US Patent Application Publication No. 
2001/0034173 Al. 
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